
1 CORINTHIANS 8 
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BACKGROUND & CONTEXT:  It is very important to understand something of the 
background of this chapter to comprehend the teaching Paul does herein.  In first century 
Corinth, the entire meat supply available to the public came through the idolatrous priests and the 
pagan temple.  Often meat would be offered in sacrifice (though not necessarily burned), and 
what was left over would be used in the pagan temple or become available in the marketplace for 
purchase.  The question Paul is addressing in this chapter is,  Can a Christian eat meat that had 
first been dedicated to an idol god?  The question concerns whether this meat was “polluted” or 
not.  Many brethren realized, accurately, that an idol was nothing and had no power to “corrupt” 
an object, that is, meat.  But some, having this knowledge, were not careful and had become 
puffed up, and their actions had become a stumbling block to “weaker,” less-well-informed 
brethren. 

 

I.  CONCERNING SACRIFICE TO IDOLS, 8:1-6 

A.  The Corinthians had written Paul concering this matter (as they had others matters - see 
7:1, 25, 12:1; 16:1) 

 1.  The Corinthians had  certain "knowledge" about these things, but they did not  have 
 charity  (see 13:1-3 and 1 John 3:15). 

 2.  The Corinthians were conceited in their supposed knowledge and offendingweaker 
 brethren;  the better informed brethren, though correct theoreticaly, were not being 
 considerate of others. 

  *The “weaker” brethren lacked knowledge; the “stronger” brethren lacked love. 

 3.  The important knowledge is being "known of God"  (verse 3).   

B.  In truth, an idol is nothing, vv. 4-6 

 1.  The "gods" of the pagan Corinthians did not really exist - Every form of 
 idolatry is wrong because it does not represent the true God, and what it does 
 represent is a figment of the perverted imaginations of men. 

  2.  There is only ONE GOD!  (see Deut. 4:35, 39; 6:4; 2 Sam. 7:22; 22:32; Isaiah 42:8; 
 43:10-11; 44:6, 8; Eph. 4:6;  1 Thess. 1:8-9; 1 Tim. 2:5 -- and many other verses!) 

 3.  There are many that are "called gods" 

 4.  But to us there is but ONE GOD...and ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST! 



II.  CONSIDERING A BROTHER'S CONSCIENCE, 8:7-13 

A.  Some, however, have a difficulty with these concepts. 

 1.  This is a "weak brother" - lack of understanding or the influence of an idolatrous past. 

 2.  In eating food offered to an idol, this "weaker brother's" conscience becomes defiled 
 (for parallels, consider Romans 14). 

B.  Paul's instruction:  vv. 8-10 

 1.  Meat is not inherently sinful or wrong of itself (compare Mark 7:19; Acts 10:9- 
 15; 1 Tim. 4:3-4). 

 2.  But - a knowledgeable Christian brother must not allow his liberty to become a 
 stumblingblock to a weaker brother! 

  a.  Gk, PROSKOMMA = "an obstacle against which one may dash his foot" 

  b.  While meat-eating is a liberty, sometimes a liberty might have to be   
  forfeited for the sake of a brother! 

 3.  There are two groups at Corinth who may be having this problem: 

  a.  GENTILES - who have lingering impressions of their idolatrous past 

  b.  JEWS - who knew that anything to do with an idol was abhorrent 

C.  Results of causing another to stumble & conclusion:  vv. 11-13 

SOME TIMELESS PRINCIPLES FROM THIS CHAPTER 

1.  What may be permissible to one may be dangerous and deadly to another. 

2.  No conduct should be considered in the light of "knowledge" only, but also in light of 
brotherly love. 

3.  No Christian has the right to practice something (in the realm of liberty) that, though innocent 
to him, will destroy the faith of his brother. 

4.  One must remember that what is done to a fellow Christian, a member of the body, is done to 
Christ - don't harm Christ's body! 

5.  Liberty must be governed by love!  *Surely we can see that the great principles set forth in 
the chapter have a wide and enduring relevance to all Christians in all times! 


