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I.  GOING TO LAW WITH BRETHREN,  6:1-8 
 
A.  Lawsuits against brethren, vv. 1-3: 

1. Lawsuits in the first century: 
a.  Among the Jews:  they were taught to settle differences among themselves 
b.  Among the Gentiles:  they were a very litigious people. 

 2.  The Corinthians Christians were going before the "unjust" (those not Christians, verse 1). 
 3.  They were involved in at least four errors: 
  a.  Going to law with one another - verse 7 
  b.  Going to law before unbelievers - verses 1 & 6 

c. Going to law in pagan courts, which would involve oath-taking in the names of 
pagan deities and other abhorrent practices (see Matt. 5:33-37 & James 5:12). 

  d.  Not following the teaching of our Lord in Matthew 18:15-17 
 
C.  The sin of the Corinthians, vv. 4-8: 

1. Paul spoke to their shame:  "Is...there...not a wise man among you?" (who can settle 
these differences without appealing to pagans???) 

2. Paul calls this a "fault" (verse 7) - Gk, HETTEMA, means "defect; failure); they had come 
short of their duty to one another! 

 3.  It is better to suffer wrong (which is what the Apostles had done!  see 4:9-13) 
 
 
SOME THOUGHTS ON THIS ENTIRE SECTION: 
 
1.  CONCERNING LAWSUITS: 

a.  Paul clarifies a principle regarding brethren going to law against one another that must be  
followed in these verses (note the principle also in Romans 12:18). 

 b.  What about going to law against an unbeliever?  See Acts 25:6-12 
 
2.  CONCERNING "SAINTS SHALL JUDGE THE WORLD" - verse 2 
 a.  Through Christ, as part of His body (see Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18). 
 b.  Also, by righteous lives (see Hebrews 11:7; Matt. 12:41-42). 
 
3.  CONCERNING "WE SHALL JUDGE ANGELS" - verse 3 
 a.  Regarding wicked angels, see 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6 

b. Regarding good angels, remember that the saints reign with Christ, even over angels (see 
2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 2:26-27). 

 
4.  CONCERNING PAUL'S POINT IN THIS ENTIRE SECTION:  It is simply this:  the saints of  

God should be able to settle differences among themselves without going before  
unbelievers.  They were allowing pagans to be judges – judges of the brethren.  Shame!   
 



II.  THE UNRIGHTEOUS,  6: 9-11 
 
A.  The unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God -- WHO? 
 1.  FORNICATORS - Gk, PORNEIA, inclusive of all sexual immorality 
 2.  IDOLATERS - worship of idol deities 
 3.  ADULTERERS - those guilty of a more specific sexual sin; unfaithfulness to 
  the marriage vow 
 4.  EFFEMINATE / ABUSERS OF THEMSELVES WITH MANKIND – homosexuals 
 5.  THIEVES / COVETOUS - those guilty of crimes involving material things 
 6.  DRUNKARDS 
 7.  REVILERS - abusers; those who reproach:  the word means to speak profanely 
 8.  EXTORTIONERS - those guilty of pillage, plunder, robbery 
 
B.  Such were the Corinthians! 
 1.  They were WASHED (see Rev. 1:5; Eph. 5:25-26; Titus 3:5-7; Acts 22:16) 
 2.  They ere SANCTIFIED (see Ephesians 5:25-26) 

3. They were JUSTIFIED (see Romans 3:28; 5:1, 9) 
 
 
III.  GLORIFYING GOD IN THE BODY,  6:12-20 
 
A.  Paul made the point strongly to the Corinthians that Christian are not to engage in fornication. 
 1.  "All things are lawful" 
  a.  This is not a "blanket statement":  something is not lawful if sinful! 

b. In fact, Paul himself qualifies that which is lawful as that which is expedient and 
not enslaving. 

 
 2.  Paul's illustration:  meats and the belly, verse 13-14 
 
B.  Shall the members of Christ be joined to a harlot?  verses 15-17  No! 
  
 
C.  “FLEE FORNICATION”!  vv. 18-20 
 1.  The one committing fornication SINS against his own body! 
 2.  But the body is the temple of the Holy Ghost - it is not to be used in this way!  
 3.  The Christian is bought with a price (see Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 1:18-19) 
 4.  Thus, the body is to be used to the glory of God, and not for fornication! 
 
 

HOW FORNICATION HURTS AN INDIVIDUAL: 
1.  Physically 

2.  Spiritually / Morally 
3.  Socially / One's marriage 

4.  One's influence 
5.  One's relationships 
6.  One's conscience 


