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I.  THE BASIS FOR THE DISCUSSION, 11:1-2 
A.  The necessity of following Paul, as he follows Christ, verse 1. 
 
B.  Paul praises for the Corinthians (for their faithfulness to the things he taught them), verse 2.   
 1.  They remembered Paul, and they kept the ordinances he delivered unto them. 
  a.  “Ordinances” means “that which is handed down, or handed on” 
  b.  It is the same as the word “traditions” 
 
  BAD TRADITIONS   GOOD TRADITIONS 
  Matthew 15:2, 3, 6   1 Corinthians 11:2 
  Mark 7:3, 5, 8-9, 13   2 Thessalonians 2:15 
  Galatians 1:14    2 Thessalonians 3:6 
  Colossians 2:8 
 

2. NOTE:  We must make a clear distinction between mere traditions of men, and 
Apostolic tradition which was revealed unto the apostles by the Spirit of God. 

 
 
II.  GOD’S ORDER, 11:3 
God established headship:    
    GOD  
 

CHRIST  
 

MAN  
 

WOMAN 
 
  (see also John 14:28; Ephesians 5:23; 1 Timothy 2:13) 
 
III.  CONCERNING THE MAN, 11:4 
A.  A man praying or prophesying with his head covered dishonors his head. 
 1.  “Covering” from Gk, KATAKULPTO = “to veil or cover oneself” 

2. Jewish and Roman men of the 1st century covered their heads when praying; Greek  
men (such as the Corinthians) did not. 

 
B.  Reasons why men were to pray uncovered: 
 1.  Man is made in the image and glory of God, verse 7. 
 2.  To not dishonor his head, verse 4  (who? verse 3, signifying submission to Christ)  
 



IV.  CONCERNING THE WOMAN, 11:5-6 
 
A.  Women are to be covered. 
 1.  This is the same word as in verse 4. 
 2.  The reason is to not bring dishonor to her head (see back to verse 3). 
 
B.  Why was a woman to be covered? 
 1.  It was a custom for Greek women to wear veils as a sign of subjection to their husbands. 

2. Women unveiled were considered rebellious, or at worst, morally loose (such as   
prostitutes, who were recognizable because of their shaved heads, or women committing 
adultery, who were punished by having their heads shaved - v. 6) 

3. Thus, unveiled and shaved women were considered disreputable:  the mark of her  
decency (the veil) was cast aside and the mark of her femininity (her hair) was gone. 

 4.  Note this citation from the INTERNATIONAL STANDARD BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
(p. 3047),  “In New Testament times, however, among both Greeks and Romans, 
reputable women wore a veil in public...and to appear without it was an act of 
bravado (or worse);  Tarsus, St. Paul’s home city, was especially noted for strictness 
in this regard.  Hence St. Paul’s ...directions in 1 Corinthians 11:2-16, which have 
their basis in the social  proprieties of the time.” 

 
 
V.  THE RELATIONSHIP GOD ORDAINED BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN, 
11:7-12 
 
A.  Man = the image and glory of God  /  Woman = the glory of the man 
 1.  See Genesis 2:18, 21-23; 3:16 
 2.  God’s arrangement:  woman is of man, and woman was made for man (Creation) 
 
B.  Note the phrase:  “because of the angels” 

1. Angels showed reverence to/for God (see Isaiah 6:1-2; Hebrews 1:14; Revelation 2:1). 
 2.  Women should demonstrate their reverence for God by being in submission as 
  God has declared:  the covering in 1st century Corinth demonstrated this! 

3.  In being covered, a woman showed her obedience to God’s law, that she was  
observing God’s order. 

 
C.  Note that both men and women are dependent upon one another, vv. 11-12 
 
 
VI.  A WOMAN’S COVERING, 11:13-16 
 
A.  Paul asks:  Is it proper for a woman to pray uncovered?  The inferred answer is NO! 
 (note that Paul appeals to the Corinthians own sense of propriety in this question) 

1. Note that Paul is talking about praying, which would have to include all praying. 
2. These remarks cannot be applied only to the assembly (compare 14:34-35). 

 
B.  Nature and man’s hair: 



 1.  “Nature” = Gk, PHUSIS = “native condition; birth; origin; order of things” 
 2.  It refers to an inborn perception of what is right, what had become normal for them by  

long habit; Paul is speaking of that which is acceptable as part of their culture 
  (compare also Leviticus 19:27) 
 
C.  A woman’s hair: 
 1.  Long hair is a glory to her:  her hair is given her for a covering. 
  a.  “glory” = Gk, DOXA = “honor resulting from a good opinion” 
  b.  “covering” = Gk, PERIBOLAION = “something thrown around; a veil” 
   (note:  this is a different word than in verses 5-6) 
 
 2.  The point:  women in Greek culture wore an artificial covering (as they still do today in
  many Middle Eastern countries), but nature itself provides her a covering, her hair! 
 
D.  To those who were contentious: 

1.  Paul says “we have no such custom” – that is, we have no custom of women worshipping  
without a covering  (Paul is urging the Corinthians women not to put aside their 
covering, because of the implications of that to others!) 

2. “Custom” = Gk, SUNETHEIA = “custom; habit; customary usage”  
3. The custom in 1st century Corinth was for a woman to be covered.  

 
E.  THE POINT: 

1. Women were to be in subjection to their husbands, and the veil demonstrated that 
subjection. 

2. Her hair is given her by God, showing God’s order and showing the distinction between 
men and women (hair length is one way to demonstrate that distinction). 

 
 
SOME TRUE PRINCIPLES FROM THESE VERSES TO ALL PEOPLE IN ALL PLACES: 
 
1.  Wives are to be in subjection to their husbands (“subordinate” is not the same as “inferior”). 
2.  God demands a distinction between MALES and FEMALES (and hair length is one way that can 
 be demonstrated!). 
3.  Both men and women are to exercise self-control, propriety, modesty, and godliness in all ways. 
4.  All Christians should be concerned about not doing that which would bring dishonor to God or 
 His church 

 
A WORD IN CONCLUSION:  To maintain that a woman could not cut or trim her hair at all would 
be to add to God’s Word:  these verses simply do not state that (just as it would be wrong to 
maintain that a woman must cut her hair).  But remember that regardless of cultural expressions, for 
one to say there are no distinctions between men and women would be to destroy the teaching of the 
Bible here (and in many other places also).  God wants distinctions between the sexes maintained.  
Man is to fulfill his role and function in society and in the church, and woman is to likewise fulfill 
her role and function in society and the church.  Paul is beseeching 1st century Corinthian Christians 
not to abandon God-ordained roles and functions; that principle is true for 21st century American 
Christians also.  Cultural expressions change (dress, habits, customs, speech, etc.).  But timeless 
principles of truth do not. 
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